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STADIS/////////////////////////////////////////////// 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR BL 

SUB J : POSSIBLE BOLIVIAN INTEREST IN USG GOOD OFFICES TO 
ACHIEVE OUTLET TO THE SEA 

FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY KUBISCH FROM AMBASSADOR 

l.IAM DETECTING SOME THINKING WITHIN THE FOREIGN MINISTRY 
THAT IT MIGHT BE PROPITIOUS FOR FOREIGN MINISTER GUZMAN TO 
RAISE WITH SENIOR US AUTHORITIES DURING FORTHCOMING MEETING 
WITH SECRETARY KISSINGER THE SUGGESTION THAT US HELP BOLIVIA 
ACHIEVE AN OUTLET TO THE SEA THROUGH THE EXTENSION OF GOOD 
OFFICES OR SOME FORM OF MEDIATION. THIS IS PROBABLY A NATURAL 
DEVELOPMENT FROM THE CURRENT BURST OF BOLIVIAN INTEREST IN 
REGAINING A SEACOAST AND ALSO BOLIVIAN RECOGNITION OF 
THE DIPLOMATIC SKILLS OF SECRETARY KISSINGER. I SENSE SOME 
VIEWS WITHIN THE FOREIGN MINISTRY THAT THE USG MIGHT, FOR 
EXAMPLE, ASK THE FOREIGN MINISTERS OF CHILE, PERU AND BOLIVIA 
TO MEET TOGETHER ON THE SUBJECT OF AN OUTLET TO THE SEA AT 
SOME TIME DURING THE FORTHCOMING MEETING IN WASHINGTON. 

2. SINCE I HAVE NOT HAD THIS POSSIBILITY PUT TO ME FORMALLY 

1 HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO DEAL WITH IT DIRECTLY. HOWEVER, I 

HAVE USED SOME RECENT OPPORTUNITIES TO RESTATE OUR PRESENT POLICY 
OF HOPING THAT BOLIVIA, THROUGH DIPLOMATIC NEGOTIATIONS WITH CHILE 
AND PERU, CAN ACHIEVE ITS OBJECTIVE. THIS IS AN 

INDIRECT WAY OF STATING THAT IT IS NOT NOW THE POLICY OF THE USG 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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TO INVOLVE ITSELF IN THIS ISSUE. I HOPE TO PRECLUDE ANY FORMAL 
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REQUEST FOR OUR ASSISTANCE WHICH MIGHT BE REJECTED AS THIS COULD 
CONCEIVABLY CAUSE A VERY ADVERSE REACTION AT THE PRESENT TIME WHEN 
ALL BOLIVIANS ARE VOCALIZING AN EMOTIONAL INTEREST IN A RETURN TO 
THE SEA. 

3. 1 WOULD BE MOST APPRECIATIVE FOR YOUR VIEWS ON THIS SUBJECT. 
ESPECIALLY IF YOU SENSE THAT THERE IS ANY POSSIBILITY THAT THE USG 
MIGHT CONSIDER SOME FORM OF GOOD OFFICES TO ASSIST BOLIVIA. IT 
WOULD BE MOST HELPFUL IF I COULD HAVE YOUR VIEWS BY MONDAY, 

APRIL 8 AS IT IS QUITE LIKELY THAT I WILL HAVE OPPORTUNITIES, 

INFORMAL AND FORMAL, TO SEE SENIOR MINISTRY OFFICIALS BEFORE THEIR 
DEPARTURE FOR WASHINGTON, NOW TENTATIVELY PLANNED FOR EITHER THE 
13TH OR 14TH OF APRIL. 

STEDMAN 
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